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Down East

Manhattan’s Lower East Side has become a mecca for independent,
highly innovative new galleries.

BY STEPHEN MAINE
May 2

0 Pioneers!

The first wane of new galleries daes from

Uhee Call off 2001, whon Maccarne Ine. and
Carads opened their doors within 2 mopth
of exch other, in the bustling Chlnstown
arca. Thaey wers quickly followed by Ri
irghon Arms, xnd soene morths Later by the
narprofll. Participant ine., both located on
Rivinglen Stpeel

In contrast to Maccarone, from which

the streel is nover far away, Canada is
tholstered, at the end of an anonymous
corrider in & bullding on Chrystie Strest
near Canal. [f was staried In Seplember
5000 by artist Phil Grauer in the lower
level of Leo Koenlg's Tribeca space, and
sugmented by the curatorial skills of fellow
ariists Sarah Braman and Wallace Whitner
{An alumnus of the Nova Scotia Schood of
Arl and Design, Grager cites “the poetry
of the open landscape™ in his cholee of
the gallery's name.) Canada moved a year
Euter 1o the present address 2t 55 Chroystie,
taking advantage of city and state financial
Incentives extended to small hasinesses
coming Lo Wb drea in ihe wake of @711,

A strong commitment to ahstract paint-
ing, comsplewous materials amd an artist.
oriented curtorial ey distinguish Canada,
as well as what Whitney terms an “office-
heavy emvironment™ whereby the gallery
iself cam foed & bt Mke an antercom bading

Flew af o Brodley's exhibifisn “Kurgas Bares, * J004; ol Casads.
Phaio PhIT Fraser:

to & buld-back think tank. Graser snd Whiiney conshd-
ef “The Two Hanks.” their 2008 show of 1
sciidplure and video by David Askevold (a3 meditation
on Ehe diverpent sniste personadities of country musl-
clars Hank Williams and ank Snow), & watershed
momnent for e gallery, A founder of the Nova Scotla
sehaool, Askevold §s an abstract painber turme] maker
of mystical vidoos and performances conllating tha
hanal snd the transeendental, “the perfect candidate
i spikn this group of young abstract padnters throagh”
Soveral artists associated with dealer Kenny
Schachbor drifted ito Canada’s arhit whin Schachber
belt New York, inclading Brendan Cass and Joe Bradloy,
both of whom had well-pecebved shows with him. “New
York's Finest,” curated by Whitrey and Cass and moyrt-
o ey in 2006, represented & eoming-legether of var
s sirale bn e gallerys peogiram, Seen af Cansda e
fall were ihe asseemblage-based soft scullpture, made of
found elothes, limens and stulfed andmals, of Michael
Mabalchick, and Eaiberlne Bernhandt's impeccabdy
crude fur-egpressionist portralts and self portraits.
Capads hi had & Uvely booth at the Last tao HATIA
Falrs in Miami, bt & recent episode highlights ihe
uph] baitle facing loss established galleres Follow
ing his raphd aseont to wide peoogrdiion—cagiped by
his inclusion i the 3006 Whitney Eiensial—Canads
reguiar Gedi Sibony mecently broke with e gallery
in fwvor of higher-profile vesues in and rear Chelsea,
including Harris Lisherman, where he carrently i
showing with Josh Smith throagh May 6 [see “New
Arrivals® below], Lacking & conlified star in the roster
makes it tougher for any gallery (o gain sdmisbon o
i upper echedon of art falrs, de Fgusr in the cur
rent climabe. Victssitedes of the “dark ugly macket”™ do
it doter the scrappy Grames, of dampen his mosdant
humor. Asked about the gallends anclent stone foce,
which featunes a shallow but distinet drainage chan-
peed, Girauer svers thad the space “ased 1o b & kasher
skaughiberhiouse—and sifl] i

potrrboard, 294 by 37 iaches, Courteny Camada.

Dl Askevedd: The Ghost of Haak Wilkinma, J975-50, while chalk an black




